HICKMAN&ROSE
SOLICITORS

—-—

e
{
|

r|

-
=0

\

IB -
;;, )M |

Pennybank

33-35 St John's Square
London

EC1M 4DS

Laura Chapman

Associate

T: +44 (0)20 7702 5331

F: +44 (0)20 7253 1367

E:

DX: DX 53346 Clerkenwell


mailto:lchapman@hickmanandrose.co.uk
mailto:lchapman@hickmanandrose.co.uk
mailto:mail@hickmanandrose.co.uk

HICKMAN&ROSE

SOLICITORS

Areas of Expertise

Inquests & Inquiries

Laura is a highly experienced inquiries lawyer who has worked on both the Grenfell Tower Inquiry
and Undercover Policing Inquiry.

She represents bereaved families who have lost a loved one in state custody or following contact
with the state, in inquests and subsequent civil claims for compensation.

Actions Against State Bodies

Laura has extensive experience acting for individuals in civil claims against state bodies. This
includes claims arising from the misuse of stop and search powers, the use of excessive force as
well as claims for discrimination under the Equality Act 2010 and breaches of the Human Rights Act
1998.

She has successfully acted on behalf of individuals who have been unlawfully stopped and searched,
arrested and prosecuted, and people whose homes have been unlawfully entered and searched by
the police. She has also settled claims on behalf of individuals and groups of environmental and
political activists who have been arrested and prosecuted following their participation in protests.

Laura has acted for prisoners who have been assaulted by prison officers and other prisoners, and
consequently sustained significant injuries. She has also acted in cases concerning discrimination in
prison.

In such cases, Laura has assisted her clients in obtaining financial compensation, an apology, and
deletion of their biometric data.

Challenging State Decisions

Laura has experience representing victims of serious crime, including survivors of sexual and
domestic violence, in challenges arising from the police and/or CPS’ investigative failures.

She also has experience acting for migrants in a range of public law challenges, including age
assessment disputes and challenges to asylum accommodation.

Laura is passionate about using the law to prevent the state from causing harm to our most
marginalised communities. Her personal and professional experiences have highlighted the
importance of using the law as a mechanism to stop the State from making decisions intended to
curtail fundamental freedoms and disempower the public.

Police Complaints

Laura regularly acts for individuals in complex complaints against the police, and subsequent
appeals. She recognises that the police complaints process is often an important mechanism by
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which individuals can obtain answers about the wrongdoing they have suffered and achieve

accountability. She can advise and prepare complaints on behalf of individuals and assist individuals
to navigate the process.
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